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JAMES ROBINSON PAPERS 
MANASSAS NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD PARK 

Catalog # MANA 21438: Account Statement 

"James Robinson 

1827 
Jany 22 To 
March 14 " 

II 17 II 

II 

Apr 7 11 

16 II 

30 
May 5 

II 7 
II 12 
II 19 

" 
June [?] 

II [?] II 

II 10 II 

To Thomas R Hampton 

1 qt brandy 20 ea 
1 Sugar bowl 2/3 
1 lb Sugar & 1-1/2 pint why & 25 
1/4 lb Y.H.Lean(?] 31 
[?] lb brn Sugar 
[Goods] for Bill [forSely?] 13.69 
1 Straw bonnet (Dressed) 3.00 
2 Yds Calico @ 0/6 
1 pr shoes for black boy 12/
Paid Nat Harris 8/- yr request 
Paid Ditto Ditto 19/6 
[?] Yds Russia Sheeting for Sam Smith 2/6 
1 pr fine Leather Shoes for Betey 9/
Tobacco for Sam Smith 9d 
[?????????????????????????????????] 
pr cotton stockings for Barbery 3/9 

Amt of Sam Smith 
Amt of Nat Harris 
Sister Betey 

Barbery 

$2 20% 
$6.59 
1. 50 

• 63 II 

20 
37% 

56 
12% 

Dr 

16.69 7.95 
50 

2.00 
1. 34 
3.25 
2.08 
1. 50 

12% 
42 

63 11. 84% 
$29.79% 



JAMES ROBINSON PAPERS 
MANASSAS NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD PARK 

Catalog # MANA 21439: Contract 

"Memorandum of Agreement between James 
Robinson and Thomas R Hampton 

The said James Robinson is to serve the said 
Thomas R. Hampton till the 1st January 1829 at 
the option of the said Hampton as a waiter in 
his house of entertainment conducting himself 
industriously and soberly and to the best 
of his ability any business demanding 
his attention : For which the said Thomas 
R Hampton is to pay him /at the rate of/ Seventy five [dollars) 
[?] per annum and allow him 
[?] days to visit his wife in the course of 
[?] year Witness our hands the 1st Jany 
(1828?] his 

James X Robinson 
A Copy Teste mark 
Jno. F Moore 

Th. R. Hampton" 



JAMES ROBINSON PAPERS 
MANASSAS NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD PARK 

catalog# MANA 21443: Memorandum (n.d.) 

"George w. Fitzhugh has a warranty press 
ing against James Robinson for some 
amount not recollected. This is to show 
that if Fitzhugh receives [?] much of 
Robinson I am to pay of it Fifteen 
Dollars or whatever less/amt he does recover 

Th R Hampton" 



JAMES ROBINSON PAPERS 
MANASSAS NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD PARK 

catalog # MANA 21451: Ledger 

"Hire of Henry for 1837 ----
Hire of Nimrod for [?] -----
Hire of Mencer & Sanford [?of] farm 

1838 
Hire Mencer ----
Hire -Henry ----
Hire Sanford ----
Hire Nimrod -----

$20.00 
40.00 
97.50 

$157.50 

50.00 
24.00 
50.00 
37.50 

$161.50 
157.50 

$319.00" 



JAMES ROBINSON PAPERS 
MANASSAS NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD PARK 

Catalog # MANA 21475: Contract (Lease) 

"Memoranda of agreement between L. Carter 
and Jas. Roberson {Free Man) Witness the 
That the said Landon Carter has this day 
promised & agreed to permit the said 
James Robison to cultivate all the land 
not sowed in wheat contained in this 
West or Barn Field, in oats or any other 
grain, provided that said Carter has 
full & entire possession of the field 
as soon after harvest as the oats & wheat 
can be taken together after harvest The 
said Roberson to be permitted to hawl 
his whole crop off this land, & binds 
himself to pay said Carter as rent for 
said land twenty Dollars in Money on 
or before the first day of November 
1849 Witness our hands & seals this 
7th day May 1849 Landon Carter J (seal) 
First his 

Edwin S. Carter Jas X Robison (seal) 
mark" 
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Paul A. Shackel, Stephen R. Potter, and Matthew Reeves 

The University of Maryland and the 
National Park Service 
A Formidable Partnership in Historical Archeology 

The Robinson 
House at Manassas 
National Battlefield 
Park housed the 
same free African
American family 
from the 1840s 
through 1936. It 
was burned by 
arsonists in 199 3. 
Photo courtesy 
Manassas National 
BaWefield Park. 

H 
istorical archeology has been a 
major component of the 
Department of Anthropology, 
University of Maryland, College 

Park (UMCP), for more than 16 years. Many . 
training opportunities attract students from 
around the country and around the world. Several 
students have been trained in the ongoing project 
"Archaeology in Annapolis" under the direction of 
Mark Leone. As of January 1997, a renewed coop
erative agreement between the National Park 
Service (NPS), National Capital Region (NCR) 
and (UMCP) has generated additional historic 
preservation opportunities in historical archeol
ogy. This agreement has been an important step 
to generate student support in the Anthropology 
Department's B.A. and M.A.A. program. 

While education is a major emphasis of the 
NPS, the agency has become a unique partner to 
UMCP. The two institutions have created a produc
tive working relationship that supports student 
training and internships. In return, students have 
generated valuable research for the NPS, allowing 
it to interpret, monitor, and protect cultural 
resources in new and innovative ways. The pro
jects generated by the students also help sustain 
the agency, because sparse base funding and staff 
limitations have curtailed many necessary projects. 

CRM N.Q ~-1 !'.l!'.IR 
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The cooperative work between the two orga
nizations is facilitated by the Master of Applied 
Anthropology (M.A.A.) program, developed in the 
Department of Anthropology in 1984. The M.A.A. 
is a two-year professional degree for those inter
ested in the practice and application of anthropol
ogy in careers outside academia. Skills are devel
oped through internships with professionals in 
related and complementary fields. The archeology 
program has consistently worked with archeolo
gists in federal, state, and local governments, and 
those in the private sector. The M.A.A. program 
works well because traditional masters theses are 
replaced with projects. Students are expected to 
produce a product related to the internship, 
instead of a thesis. 

Regional Archeologist Stephen R. Potter has 
generated several archeology projects carried out 
by the NPS and the Department of Anthropology, 
UMCP since the beginning of 1997. Many projects 
go beyond Section 106 compliance needs and add 
an additional dimension to NPS archeology pro
jects. 

One such case is at the Robinson House, at 
Manassas National Battlefield Park. The 
Robinsons were a free African-American family 
that occupied the same house from 1840 through 
1936. The house is recognized as a significant 

., I ,_ , -. 

landscape feature since it was 
part of the Civil War battle
field landscape during the 
First and Second Battles of 
Manassas. Arsonists burned 
the structure in 1993, and it 
was dismantled. The stone 
foundation and chimney 
remain, symbolizing an 
African-American family's life 
and struggle to survive during 
Jim Crow (Martin et al 
1997:157). An M.A.A. intern 
is currently expanding on the 
Park's General Management 
Plan (MANA1983) by investi
gating domestic life within a 
battle area. The project, being 

.... 
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Site plan of the 
excavation units 
placed round the 
Robinson House 
and yard. 
Illustration by John 
Ravenhorst. 

Excavations along 
the walls of the 
Sudley Post Office, 

Manassas National 
Battlefield Park. 
Photo courtesy 
University of 
Maryland and 
National Capital 
Region, NPS. 
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done by Erika Martin, includes ceramic and glass 
vessel analysis, currently in progress. This work 
will allow the park to place the Robinson family's 
consumer behavior within the changing social rela
tionships of Northern Virginia and "enhance 
understanding of the shifting social relations found 
within a community inhabited by both African 
Americans and whites" (Shackel et al. 1995; Little 
and Potter 1995; Potter 1997b). 

In another project at Manassas National 
Battlefield Park, the park is proposing to stabilize 
the one-story Sudley Post Office. Because the stone 
foundation needs repair and repointing, the work 
will require ground disturbance around the struc
ture. Before any fabric treatment, archeological 
work and analysis are being undertaken around 
the building. The purpose of the project is to 
locate, identify, evaluate, and recover a sample of 
any archeological resources that may be impacted 
by the stabilization of the building (Potter 1997 a) . 
Matthew Reeves, a recent Ph.D. graduate from 
Syracuse University, is the project director, and as 
many as six UMCP graduate and undergraduate 
students are working under his direction in the 
field and in the laboratory. This interdisciplinary 
project has shed new light on the history of the 
property and related structures. Historical research 
shows that the building was probably present 
much earlier than anyone had previously sus
pected. The structure is considered nationally sig
nificant since it housed injured soldiers during the 
First Battle of Manassas. In 1871 new owners con
structed an extension that housed a post office to 
cater to the growing community, thus the name
Sudley Post Office. The Sudley Post office became 
an important center for the community and many 

14 

local residents still reminisce about the post office. 
After 1903 the structure was inhabited by an 
African-American family (Reeves 1997). While the 
archeology has unearthed little related to the mid-
19th-century occupation, a large feature that later 
served as a trash pit has been uncovered and the 
materials are related to the early-20th-century 
African-American family. The feature corresponds 
to the same time as the materials under analysis 
for the Robinson house. It is quite significant that 
the archeological investigations at the two areas in 
the park provide a much broader analysis of the 
sites. They go beyond the park's traditional battle
field interpretations and contribute to more inclu
sive histories of the community. 

Three students are also learning the NPS 
Automated National Cataloging System (ANCS) , 
under the direction of Marian Creveling. They are 
cataloging archeological collections from several 
national parks. These collections have been uncat
aloged for many years and this work allows the 
agency to become more accountable for the mater
ial culture that they oversee and monitor. While 
learning this complicated cataloging system, stu
dents will also learn storage and curatorial tech
niques. 

An M.A.A. project has also been completed 
by UMCP graduate student, Jennifer Moran, at 
Rock Creek Park. Established in 1890 Rock Creek 
Park is one of the oldest national parks in the 
national park system. It is also one of the largest 
forested urban parks in the United States. The 
archeology done in the 1890s by William Henry 
Holmes provides an example of some of the earli
est professional and scientific archeology work per
formed in the country. As part of a larger Cultural 
Landscape Inventory project, Moran's work docu
mented the presence of prehistoric and historic 
archeological sites, assessed the conditions of 

CRM N~ 3- 1998 



University of 
Maryland interns, 
Jenn Moran and 
Erika Martin, dis
cuss distribution of 
archeological arti
facts at Rock Creek 
Park. Photo cour
tesy Paul Shackel. 

archeological collections, and placed this informa
tion on a GIS database. This information will 
become a valuable tool to help park staff monitor 
archeological resources. 

While still in its early stages, the cooperative 
program between the NPS-NCR and UMCP has 
already enjoyed several successes. The cooperative 
programs generate opportunities for students to 
work within an applied setting in an archeological 
context. Their work is funded by the NPS. In tum, 
the agency receives a product that will help them 
to interpret, monitor, and protect cultural resources 
under its jurisdiction. 
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~ televlslon crewman Interviews Battlefield Park Superintendent Kenneth Apschnlkat at the site of the 
Robinson House fire. Officials are reviewing options which include reconstructing the exterior to Its 
)riglnal shape or tearing down the charred skeleton and exposing the original foundation to mark the 
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Too ea[ .• ... : 
say if . . 
will be fixed i 

Local, federa1J 
investigators~ 
studying fire 

By VONDA I<. WOLCOTI 
Staff Writer 

Manassas Battlefield Park offi. 
dais said restoring the historic 
Robinson house to its pre-fire condi
tions could cost $250,000. They are 
reviewing options which include 
reconstructing the exterior to its 
original shape or tearing down the 

::. charred skeleton arid ~xposing the 
original foundation to mark the 
home's site, said Park Superinten-
dent Kenneth Apschnikat. . 

Apschnikat could not · estimate 
how much it would cost to leave 
only the foundation. "It's too early 
to say when we'll make a decision," 
Apschnikat said. "We don't even 
know what all of our options are." 

Apschnikat said the interior of 
the house will not need to be rebuilt 
because it is an exterior exhibit. 

A fire which investigators 
deemed •suspicious" broke out in a 
first-floor room and gutted the 
home Monday night, said Lt. Tim 
Hattwick of the Prince William 
County Fire Marshal's Office. 

The fire started about 8 p.m. in 
the only room which had an unlock
ed window in the home, Hattwick 
said. 

The house was built in 1926 on 
the site of the original home and 

C:oo l-f{)TTC:F "" T>~'"" At:: 

By VONDA I<. WOLCOTI 
. Staff Writer , . 

Investigators sifted through. the · 
charred skeleton of the Robinson . 
House Tuesday but have not deter-,. ;_11 
mined what caused the fire. -

County fire fighters, who battled= 
the blaze that brolc.e out about 8 p.m. ~ 
Monday at the historic home on the ._. 
Manassas Battlefield, said a prelimi-~~ 
nary investigation indicated the fire 
mal have been arson. 

We're very anxious to find out z 
what happened," said Park Superin- -
tendent Kenneth Apschnikat. c:.:> 
"There's a lot of people who want to er::: 
know. We hope to have something ...,.> 
soon." 1 

The National Park Service, which 
is leadin\ the investigation has · ·· 
asked for assistance from county, 
state and federal agencies, reported-
ly including the FBI. 

Apschnikat would not confirm if 
the FBI was participating in the in
vestigation. However, the Manassas 

See FIRE on Page A6 
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FIBE· .. ~ :· 
Continued from Page Al 

Battlefield is federal property which 
comes under FBI jurisdiction. 

The Robinson House, as well as 
other historical sites at the Bat
tlefield have been victims of van
dalism this year. During the July 4 
weekend vandals spray-painted 
graffiti on the house . 

. :·.·":";·:·;:"-"·\-:-.:· Apschnikat said the vandalisms 
and the fire are '"not necessarily re-
lated." · 

The fire broke out in a first-floor 
room which had the only unlocked 
window in the house, said Lt. Tim 
Hattwick of the county Fire Mar
shal's Office. Hattwick called the fire 
"suspicious" and it had no apparent 
accidental cause. 

The county Fire Marshal's Office 
has since turned the case over to the 
park service, but:is continuing to as
sist them with the investigation, said 
fire Capt. Matt Smolsky. 

HOUSE 
Continued from Page Al 

tavern of James "Gentleman Jim" 
Robinson, a freed slave whose des
cendants still live in the area. That 
home survived two Civil War bat
tles, including pillaging by Union 
troops in the second battle of 
Manassas in 1862. 

The park service bought the 
home and land more than SO years 

, . .. ago from the Robinson's . 

Robinson's great-grandson 
Bladen Oswald Robinson, 83, told 
reporters he had planned to use his 
childhood home in mid-August' for 
a family reunion. . 

---~ 
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U.S Park police discuss the fire which gutted th:~= 
with Mark Robinson, right, a grandson of James •Gentleman Jim• 
Robinson who owned the historic home. 
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VIllGINIANA FILE Priace Willill'll Libruy 

Banana, Virgiala 

Residents ' 
worry over , 

.. vandalism 
·~at :the Park-
. , By TERESA MAlTICK 
: . Staff Writer 
: ·, Vandals sp~y-painted graffiti on 
several historic sites at the Manassas 
National Battlefield Park sometime 
during the July Fourth weekend. 
The James Robinson House, which 
'survived the First Battle of Manas
sas and served as a field hospital 

··during the Second Battle of Manas
·sas, and several interpretive signs in 
·different areas of the park were 
marred with black paint. 

· · According to the Park Superin-
· 'tendent Ken Apschnilcat, all the 
graffiti haa been removed. •we try 

·'to get to it as 100n as possible so 1t 
··doesn't encourage more,• he said. 
· ·• Last weekend's vandalisms came 
··after several . gravestones ·at the 
'-park's Confederate Cemetery were 
· ·desecrated with cult symbols in 
· June. .· . 

While some neighbors of the 
park point to recent vandalism as 
·another sign of a crime problem in 
the 5,000-acre national park, 
Apschnikat said that vandalism 
f.roblems usually come in spells -
There will be a rash of vandalism 

and then for a long time nothing,• 
he said. . . 

•it's not that unusual either. 
(Vandalism) happens at national 
parks across the country,• • 
Apschnikat said. 

Betty Duley, however, feels that 
· ·the recent vandalism could indicate 
: : the start of a more serious problem. . 
i · Duley lives on land abutting the 
'.· Battlefield Park arid in February she 
~·became involved in forming an or-
, ganization called Park for All 
:' Americans. Duley is the vice chair-
- ~!D&n of the group. . . 

The historic James Robinson House, abovel located at the Manas- I 
sas National Battlefield Park, was spray-painted by vandals over 
the holiday w~kend. The house survived the First Battle of Manas
sas and ser\ied a Union · hospital during the Second Battle of 
Manassas. Below, one of ttie signs which provides historic Informa
tion to park visitors, is one of the several signs also marred by graf- . 
11t1. •· / , ~ I · 

i. •1t was formed as part , of the 
-: neighborhood watch program.• she 

said. The organization'• goal i8 to , ., . .·; ,.,.-;·, ., . < 

\·~ make the p~k safe_ and a~ibl~to .· that ~e only' way,to .deter c;rlme iil {those ' gravestones will need a 
~· everyone. . , . . · the large , park is · through the sandblaster) but can you afford to 
~ · Duley alorig with other dtizens mounted patrols. Crime problems wait until the damage is irreversible 
;·.' point to the recent vandalism as they cited include 'drug dealing, 'il- and the possibility of harm to in-
:~proof of the necessity ~or the legal sex and p6aching. · . ., nocent park visitors occurs?" 

mounted horse patrols ·currently . ~I . . , : . '· :th~· ·h"" · ., '· · · ' The Journal Messenger filed a 
~·: a controversial issue -;hich had · t is my opuuon • ~t or~s ~e Freedom of I!lformatiori request for 
"·be d d b th D · !fe only way to ,go! ;Duley ~d., the hor~ patrol study, which was ... 
· · en un er stu Y Y e epart- · And apparen!lY this {vandalism) . rejected .by .. ~e D_epartment of Inte
;/ ment of Interior during 1:ebruary shows.that ~h~ .park n .. e.eds 24-hour rior. The newspaper then filed an 

· and ~arch. · · · trot · , ,. ... , ~· pa ' . - , '".; ' : " . I '. appeal, whii::h is currently under 
I· In March nearly 70 park users ·In a letter to the.editor support- consideration. The Department 

and area residents attended a public ing . the horse patrols, Gre~g C. asked for an extension of tne 20 days 
session with the task force which Jones, a nine-year volunteeiWith'the it had to respond to the FOi appeal ' 
.was assessing the horse patrols. Battlefield Park. states, ' *You can because of the large number of FOi 
Most supporte~ the patrols saying clean up som'e of ,'the vandalism actions filed with the agency. 

.: ·.:::· . 

, . . . .)\.:: 



.,,, . . 

Ht.sn >?.TC -5 i1lE Ptt..e : J . Kcbin.S.:· .:i:-:·Hc~J"e. t;jULL lttll• ncu LID 

Battlefield IC se.. !SA 

house being 
. dismantled 
( Artifacts could give clue 
\ to life of freed slaves 

By MIKE FUCHS 
Manassas Bureau 

Gainesville resident Bladen Os
wc.ld Robinson and his son Richard 
peered at the newly discovered notes 
handwritten by their ancestor, a 
freed slave whose fann was caught 
in the bloody crossfire of two Civil 
War battles. 

Preservation officials at Manassas 
National Baltlefield Park on Tuesday 
had carefully placed the notes inside 
a plastic bag to be examined later. 

Most of the scraps were too crum
pled, tom and creased to decipher. 
But the Robinsons could make out 
the neatly written signature of 
James Robinson, better known as 
"Gentleman Jim," the great
grandfather of 84-year-ol<l Bladen 
Robinson. 

The notes were discovered after 
officials with the National Park Ser
vice's Williamsport Preservation 
Training Center recently began pho
tographing and removing pieces of 
the vacant Robinson House, which 
was mostly gutted in a fire caused 

\ 

\.,"\ 
\ \ 
\"\ 

Workers dismantle the historic Robinson House behind Bladen Oswald Robinson, right, and son Richard. A 
1993 arson nearly destroyed th~ house, built on the site of their ancestor's log cabin. 

by an unknown arsonist last sum-
mer. · 

It was the first step toward the 
eventual piece-by-piece dismantling 
of the 68-year-old house by the end 

.... 

of July. Though unnecessary, tlle Apschnikat said removing the house 
Park Service sought and received was more appropriate than trying to 
the Robinson family's written ap- restore a mostly ruined structure. 
proval of the move last December. • 

Park Superintendent Kenneth See ROBINSON, Page A3 

·.;., 
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< Hi~to~ic. h9~Se 
~ ~ be1ng_d1sm_antled 
- . ROBINSON From Page A 1 - - : . . 

&£•The -house overlooks rolling ( The Robinsons and park offi-
hills that stretch to Bull Run L ctals said taking apart the house 
Mountain to the west. A~ s~- · C may also reveal valuable clues, 
tue of Confederate Gen. Thomas such as the notes, that will better 
"Stonewall" Jackson stands less ~ piece together scant information 
than a mile to the south. The . -, on how freed slaves coped during 
house sits several hundred feet andaftertheCMlWar. 
west of U.Sr 29, a major • They added that the house's 
thorou~ used by Conf~er- · I .. removal will · also unearth the 
'ate and Union forccs ,during the . ) ; ... ·f. · • foundation of the orlJ!tnal Robin-
;c1v11 War. · · · ~<< ( · · son House, a log Cabin Gentle- . 
! 1bls Is the only true example Y-,i· · man Jim built before the Civil 
'of a minority population being '.~/ War. ·. . . . 
;pinpointed at a pivotal spot dur- \' .. . James Robinson, son of his 
mg the war and the part they .·:-· . . . . whi~e owner and a black woman ·· :-::<· .. 

played in it," said Robtnson. a re- 1 · : slave, was freed in 1850 and . . -.: 
tired teacher and retired prlnci- ~ · ·. · · · · · · · · · · eventually married and raised six · \ . .{/! .. 

~~i~ 1;t~c~l;;:*!~t1l . ~~i~~~ 'W 
tween Union troops seeking con- "t~: .. :.:> · of a story I think is very lmpor-
trol of the pmed Manassas Gap tant and certainly has not gotten 
Railroad Junction to the south that much attention," said Brian · l 
and defending Confederate sol- Pohanka, former president and · l 
diers, according to hlstortans. co-founder of the Association for 

Confederate soldiers success- I . the Preservation of Civil War 
fully fended off ·the advancing sites and a television consultant 
Union army during the July 21, · onCMIWarhistory. ·· 
1861, First Battle of Manassas- . He added that focusing more 

/ . The Robtnson House sustained on freed blacks' travails ls timely 
. little damage from the surround- when much attention of late has 

I 
l 
I\ .\ i mg battle. concentrated on commemorating 

'. The home was ransacked. Monday's·· 50th anniversary of 
however. by Union troops during the World War II D-Day invasion. 

! the August 1862 Second. Battle of ,That battle left thou9ands of 
' Manassas- Congi'cs5 later com- soldiers dead on the beaches of 
pensated the RobinSon family for Normandy, France. while scores 
property damages. ~of French. cMlians perished in 

During the war. Union soldiers the midst of the fierce fighting. 
used the house'as a field hospi- ."Our«owp P.;_ople ~enced 
tal. Jacqueline Kennedy_· Onas- ps~-~~~d~i30 .. ~ .. ago.~ 
sis'sgfcat-graildfather. Union Lt. :~ . . · .. -.;>_.'.-. o-Tu:. -.~--. --~~;i!r~·~fwas·.·'-: 
JohnV. Bouvier. wascaredforby ,.::., .· .· :.· ·.·.·.:. :; ... _::-·· ..... : .. 7 .. · • • -.<::_.:> .. :.-\\ : 
the Robtnsons after being woun- ~:::.:: .. :. ?:}:_::::;::)\::_:: : .. ·. . .in !h~ gist, 9f all this turmoil as-
ded during the eeco'nd battle, ac-' }: ... ' .:··. ··:.-.·::-::.~.-::-.·.:· :·::- · .: .. ,·;., :SOcia~:~tti:the ,war ,and.:iill pf · · _ 
cordlngtobl~to~s: ' · ·;· ·:t}.~ ..... ~:: .. :::~:::::~~:::::?:~ ·- · ~ts .. _h0~~:--'"~~~1~--~~ ... to~~ . ..-: .. .'-..i, .. : ... 

1 The Roblrisons hope the Park ::g:{:}:f~:.:;::;:;{;-.~:;? :· . ·~ ~u:i ;,b~~ :t;;r{~u!i ·;· > ·: ...... · 
I Service will b~d a 'repll~ of the ··: : · .. ·:. · · :· ;:. · · · .An!iy ~-~_loDCI (ahd ,. ~-tired l U.S. ~c : · · 

' o..ilffnal log cabin as a tilbute to C -. , ... B _ _,,,,_,_~ .,,. • .:J - --···~.· ' I ·'6"· '-~rltage . , , . . ensus ureau SeciJtity uirec-

\ 

theirdls~ctlvc uc: • • ..., • ' tor. ' "I thlrik .. It's <lthe' strong' Will I 
~t said its too early to . and fortltud f "' ~ ~ ~- • · -to • · · · l 

tell whether the ~ency will bUild · · · : ~ ~. At th h .e~o ... oure:acc;s. rs. , 

i 

l 
I 

i 

· th site '· · ·-· ,. · · · --par 0 cu:t . ..,.;gan pee..u A6 o · , a replica or use . some .other · · · · · '.' · b_ .. ·k me d·°..~.· -1..'.~ ... ~· ~raJ.ff I 
i meanst~recogrilr.e ~ · \·· .. :·.. ·., : : · "J" '.th~"yellow-plne~ s!ding.-Scraps of . 

':'.. : · .-_ ,.._ pl~ter 8!1d~~. lie In ~caps 

\

, ~.. _ ..... ·. ··:. around ··:the ~two-story ·: white · 
· . . ·_;/~frame house, y.itth half its exter- ! 

• , . ::: .... ' ~ -~ 1c>r .. i cha.rOoal . black -: from ·wt 
1 f1I" • ~· ..,. .. ~ ....... .,:1u1.tn - 'U.&v.&J __., ..... .... LU.~ · .:/ .• • :i .''- y~·s ftrc. · ·. . : .z.:;J.:'- .[\.'\~, · 

~ . ' ·. \ ~"'Sl.:\ ·pres~q .. •uo1 · .. · ;:~:~~ ·_LCanlng on a carie SeVeral feet f 

,,,. 
• 

. • 2tulqwA\~iJ~mOlJ~~~aA"Bq · ·· .. : ... '. .. from the house 1 Bladen ·Robin- i 

• ptnoo , w~tp' JO Jl8 l'Bt{l ~mnr-: :~ · ;;-.,.~ ~: son said his ·&.nc'.estors UvCd on a · ! 
· poo21 'B e.~ ~~ ptnOtc\ I" : ~~;J::· s~teglcally 8en8lttve site during , i 

• · ~. 1, ~· • '-' 'OMJltlU~i 1: the five-year CMI War that began : 
. ~ 01 paw.lcid"B e.iJ8l{ 11 J(1! ll?lfl . < .J. ,_ .. in 1861. :;_.~--~-. ;;_;: ~·; . ~.,·1~: . : 
~pp"B ~H ·pres ;JP~ ':>nu; \·:~:;~ ... The hou~ ;.o\1c~l~ks .. rolling 

. ~ --= 1.•. · -tpn"B s~ .IJl?ll ~tp l'Btp &Js.\pnre ~ . · .. hills that stretch to Bull Run 
A) ~' •)"-:>JdO:>SO.I:>J~ 8,l{:>J.Ip~~a P~l . ·-· .. -:Mo1:.mtain to 'thc we5t. A park sta-

... '. 
<·LJ. -.Ioddns ~igp~ ?Jl~U~ ~t.U. I ' tue or C'nrof...,'I- -•- ,.. -

J T• ·· ... -
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Maur"n LarMer.-Joumll MeNenger 

Stonewall Jackson Co. 11 volunteer firefighters battle the blaze that engulfed the Robinson House Monday night. 

Suspiciou fire mars 
Battlefield-lan'dmark"~ 

" '; ~ . , ~· '·... ~ 

By the Associated Press ·· · • ~ 
Portions of a historic landmark at ,;;;t. . • • " ri.;;~ 
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Suspiciou . fire mars 
e·attlef iel· .· l·an'd·mar~ 
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By the Assodated Pre11 
Portions of a historic landmark at 

the Manassas National Battlefield 
Park were destroyed in a suspicious 
blaze, fire officia18 said. 

The fire Monday night swept 
through the Robinson House, built 
on the site of the original home and 
tavern of James Robinson, or 
Gentleman Jim, a freed slave whose 
descendants still live in the area. 

'"It's a real tragedy,'" park Super
intendent Kenneth E. Apschnikat 
said. '"You can't put a value on his
tory." 

The fire started in a first-floor 
·room, which had the only unlocked 
window in the house, said Prince 
William County fire Lt. Tim Hat
twick. He said he was unable to 
determine if the heat from the blaze 
broke the window from inside, or if 
someone broke it to enter the home 
before the fire. 

Hattwick said he found no ap
parent accidental cause of the blaze, 
which was reported shortly before 8 
p.m. He estimated damage at a min
unum of $100,000. 

A group of Park Service officials 
were scheduled to visit the house to 
assess historical and architectural 
damage. Repairs will be costly be
cause the home would have to be 
reconstructed to match its pre-fire 
appearance, A~schnikat said. 
~obinson s great-grandson, 

Bladen Oswald Robinson, was 
stunned Monday night after the fire 
at his childhood home. The 83-year
old Manassas resident planned to 
use the old house and its grounds 
for a family reunion in mid-August. 

'"Oh, I had many a meal in that 
house, all of us did," Robinson said. 
'"It's all history now. That's all it is. 
It's a shame. The family will be 
devastated." 
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MaurH n LarMer.-Joumal MHHngar 

The fire started In a first-floor room, which had the only unlocked 
window In the house, said Prince William County fire Lt. Tim Hat
twlck. 

Park rangers had arranged for 
special tours inside the old home for 
the reunion, and planned to spruce 
up the place for the event. 

Confederate troops rassed by the 
site during the Battle o First Manas
sas in Jufy 1861. But hundreds of 
Union troops pillaged the home 

during the Battle of Second Manas
sas in August 1862. In 1873, Con
gress gave $2,080 to the Robinson 
family to compensate for the 
damage, Robinson said. 

The park service purchased the 
home and land from the Robinsons 
more than 50 years ago. 
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